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As far as we know, however, telautography has not yet been attempted without 
the use of wires. 

Fancy stimulates fancy. In 171 1, a century all but six years after the 
first publication of Strada's conceit, the poem attracted the attention of Joseph 
Addison. An alleged correspondent of the Spectator, a woman whose husband 
was abroad in the "Service of his Country," despairingly asked the editor 
how absent lovers could "support themselves under those long separations 
which they are sometimes forced to undergo." In reply Addison published a 
paraphrase of Strada's verses, appending to it a suggestion of his own. "If 
ever this invention should be revived or put into practice, I would propose 
that upon the Lover's Dial-plate there should be written not only the four 
and twenty Letters, but several entire Words which have always a Place in 
passionate Epistles, as Flames, Darts, Die, Language, Absence, Cupid, Heart, 
Eyes, Hang, Drown, and the like. This would very much abridge the Lover's 
Pains in this way of writing a Letter, as it would enable him to express the most 
useful and significant Words with a single Touch of the Needle." 

Now if Strada anticipated modern telegraphy in its various branches, is 
it not equally fair to give Addison the credit of anticipating, even though in 
pleasantry, the telegraphic code ? 

W. Sherwood Fox 

Western University 
London, Canada 



ATHENS IN THE AGE OF PERICLES 

In the article by Van Hook in the May Classical Journal, page 481, occurs 
the statement " Physical labor is condemned by Aristotle in that it is cheapen- 
ing to work for another for pay or material profit as this reduces one to the 
rank of a slave. This would seem to be the chief source for the curious state- 
ment everywhere repeated that all Athenians who did anything for pay were 
condemned." 

By way of comment on the word "everywhere" it may be worth while to 
refer to a book not among those enumerated on page 475, The days of Alki- 
biades, by C. E. Robinson. 1 On page 103 the author says, "In one workshop 
which he passed Theodoras saw a sculptor engaged in shaping out a group of 

the Three Graces It was Sokrates, throwing the same simple-hearted 

zest that he gave to conversation into the earning of his daily bread; for neither 
he nor any true son of Athens thought shame to labour for his livelihood. Not 
that he would let out his labour for day-hire, that was worse, if anything, than 
to take a fee for a lecture as his rival sophists did. But free independent 
craftsmanship was another matter. Offer him a contract for a statue, a 

'Longmans, 191 7. 
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herm, or an epitaph, and he will make no demur. For upon those conditions 
he may remain his own master, free to work or idle as he chooses, and not like 
the day-labourer or the poor menial (Sokrates' slave) grinding at the stone in 
the corner." 

Further, Robinson's note on page 112 shows that he is not with "the hand- 
books in general," but bears out what Van Hook says about "reasonable labor 
.... skilled work .... honest trade," page 482. For Robinson points out 
that a skilled laborer earned as much as 2 . 5 drachmas per diem, and money 
had many times its present power of purchase; while the tastes of the Athenian 
in residence, clothing, and diet were simple and inexpensive. 

It seems likely that the common misconception has arisen partly out of 
works of a later age, such as "The Dream of Lucian." 

C. Bernard Reynolds, M.A. Oxon. 
1037 Craigdarroch Road 
Victoria B.C., Canada 



CORRIGENDUM 



In the Classical Journal for March, 1919, page 379, line 7, the date 1626 
should read 1696. 



